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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

THIS AND NEXT MONTH’S SATURDAY APIARY MEETINGS: -  

3rd  & 24th May 

14th June 
Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

Meeting ‘proper’ starts at 2.00 p.m. 

 

THIS AND NEXT MONTH’S WEDNESDAY APIARY MEETINGS: -  

14th May 

4th & 25th June 

Meetings begin at 6.30 pm. 

 

BRINSBURY COUNTRY FAYRE  -  Sunday 18th May 

Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  11.00 am  - 4.00 pm 

Entry £5 per person (under 14s free) 

 

THE FLORAL FRINGE FAIR -  Saturday & Sunday May 31st/June 1st 

Knepp Castle, West Grinstead, West Sussex. RH13 8LJ (7 miles south of Horsham) 

Www.floralfringefair.co.uk 

 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings. 

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
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Things have certainly got moving faster this spring than they have the 

last two.  The bees are in much better shape, with 100% survival at 

Dounhurst.  With 27 colonies this is quite remarkable, especially post-

varroa.  I know many other beekeepers have had similar experiences, 

but I have a suspicion that losses next winter could be high, especially 

if it is cold.  As with any form of life, populations vary depending on 

conditions and I'm sure some have survived this winter that would not 

have made it in a harsher one. 

 

This is where skill comes into beekeeping to wheedle out the weak before the elements do.  As 

many of you know, I oppose the mollycoddling of bees just to keep them alive; as this just means 

that overall our bees are poorer.  I don't mind doing it if it is to save a colony, but having saved it, I 

think the sensible thing to do is to requeen it, so it doesn't need mollycoddling again the following 

year.  

 

The improvement of bees is something I have always been keen on and of course toughness is an 

important selection criterion.  I know that if you only have one or two colonies you don't want to 

lose them, but to continually dowse them with "treatments" and "supplements" whether they need 

it or not is surely working against natural selection.  I'm not too sure about the claims of some of 

these products.  We have all seen the claims of some of them, one is "Effective against disease 

causing pathogens, including EFB".  I wonder what the proof is and in any case, does it not en-

courage beekeepers to try to treat for a notifiable disease?  I understand the Americans have a term 

for these products -"snake oil". 

 

I spent a long time on the stand of BIBBA at the recent BBKA Spring Convention trying to en-

courage beekeepers to improve their bees, but there were a couple of stands selling "potions" that 

were far busier!  It doesn't make sense to me to put bees on life support when there is no need to. 

 

We have started rearing queens from our better colonies, the first session attracting 16 members, 

with several more apologising for having something else on.  Sessions may be arranged at short 

notice to suit the bees and what we are doing to them, so look out for emails.  I hope to produce 

enough queens to provide some for members who may wish to requeen their colonies, or for mak-

ing increase.  This must be a two way thing, it is not about turning up and taking away free queens 

that someone else has reared, but an opportunity to learn how to do it yourself, so I expect some 

input from the members.  I realise we are all busy, so I don't mind if someone takes a queen from a 

different batch than they helped produce.  There will be all sorts of things going on, including 

showing how to assess colonies. 

 

Still on the subject of queens, I have already heard on several occasions this year when I have 

shown the first signs of queen failure in a colony that the weather was poor for mating last year.  

This is the usual response, but it doesn't take into account that we never used to have such prob-

lems.  They have only appeared in the last 15 years or so and many beekeepers throughout the 

world are having exactly the same problems.  I have spoken and written about "Queen Problems" 

for some time and regularly ask members to read about them, so they can recognise the problems 

before they happen and I give some ideas on what they can do to get over them.  Details here:  

Nell and friend 
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http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html  

 

By the time you read this we will be well into the summer programme.  I am trying to do a few 

interesting things this year.  The colonies in the "isolation" area couldn't be moved out during the 

winter because there were no non-flying periods long enough to prevent bees flying back home.  

There were two strong colonies, lets call them "A" and "B", one a bit weaker "C" and a very weak 

one "D". "C" and "D" were swapped at the meeting on 12th April to get more adult bees into "D".  

A week later it had worked, as the influx of adults allowed the queen to lay more eggs.  My think-

ing is to move them in short steps until they are close together, but also close to "B".  We may pos-

sibly be able to give "D" some frames of sealed brood to bolster it up.  When they are close we can 

move either "C" or "D" (whichever is the strongest) into the main apiary, leaving the flying bees to 

go into the one we leave, which can be moved closer to "B"; then either of these can be moved into 

the main apiary, leaving two colonies.  If either of the remaining two puts up swarm cells, we can 

do a modified artificial swarm and move the parent colonies into the main area, leaving a small 

nuc behind.  This might appear complicated, but shows the sort of things that can be done having 

learnt the "basics".  

 

I know some will argue that moving frames and bees spreads disease, but I think that is scaremon-

gering.  We try to teach members how to recognise disease and how to deal with it, which I think 

is a much better approach.  In fact the weak colony "D" was suffering badly from chalk brood, but 

I suspect it was due to damp and poor nutrition caused by being a small colony.  Time will tell. 

 

I have previously mentioned using brood boxes full of foundation to produce good brood combs.  

Several have gone on colonies, but the weather is quite cool and the OSR isn't yielding as it 

should, so I'm not too hopeful of success. 

 

We have some frames of foundation left over from previous years that are a bit stale.  For teaching 

purposes I have put them on colonies to show members what happens.  We will find out at extract-

ing time - that is if I remember what happened in the first place! 

 

Once we get OSR out of the way I hope to add a super or two of cut comb.  This will be the sub-

ject of another demonstration, so if you want to try cut comb, then book your foundation with 

Tom.  The foundation used is thin unwired worker base.  If we put it immediately above the queen 

excluder the bees will probably put a lot of pollen in it, so I will put a super underneath, preferably 

with drone comb in, because bees very rarely put pollen in drone cells.  I quite like pollen, so it 

doesn't matter to me.  You don't need a full super of cut comb, you can use as many frames as you 

like, but it needs to be on narrow spacing.  You can fill up with wired foundation for extracted 

combs if you like. 

 

Recently a member mentioned that it would be good to see the progress of the same colonies 

throughout the summer.  This on paper sounds a good idea and in fact was the reason we had the 

teaching apiary in the first place.  At the time, we visited about four members during the summer 

and nobody saw what happened next.  We did try to arrange groups to only inspect the same colo-

nies, but it didn't work very well because we could never get the same people to turn up every time 

and we ended up with a group of one or two inspecting 4-5 colonies.  By missing a meeting, mem-

bers missed the progress anyway. 

 

We occasionally have other suggestions that appear to make good sense until you try them.  One 

suggestion that regularly comes up is to have different hives so members can see and use them.  At 

one time we had five hive types - WBC, national, Smith, commercial and Langstroth.  It was a 

nightmare trying to deal with all these types.  There were 4 different frame sizes, so interchange 

ability was a problem and only national and commercial boxes fitted each other!  We sold most of 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html
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the unwanted kit at the auction.  Nobody learnt anything apart from how to swear and as some 

boxes are much bigger than others you need bees of different prolificacy to fill them. 

 

As was mentioned in the April newsletter, some of the colonies at the apiary were quite heavily 

infected with Nosema in the autumn of 2013, so we fed syrup with thymol added at 3 times 

"Manley Strength" as it has a reputation of reducing Nosema.  As already mentioned, all colonies 

came through the winter and at the meeting on 12th April we took samples from 24 colonies.  Tom 

and Gordon checked them and I'm pleased to say they are all now clear.  I think this is a reason-

able sample, so I suggest that members think about adding thymol to their feed this autumn, espe-

cially as it also prevents syrup from going mouldy and fermenting. 

 

I was rather disappointed to find that nobody had bothered to attend on the day to learn how to test 

for Nosema. I can only assume that everyone knows how to do it, so everyone will be able to an-

swer questions when asked.  Thanks to Tom and Gordon for the time taken to test the samples. 

 

I have just heard the Home Office are looking at restricting access to certain "chemicals" by regu-

lations to be introduced in October 2014.  I understand this is an EU directive for chemicals that 

can be used to make bombs.  Oxalic acid is one.  The information originated from a police officer 

who is involved and is also a beekeeper, so I think reliable.  More about this when I know, but 

other members may know a bit more about it than I do. 

 

I get a lot of documents and links sent to me, varying widely from those with a single issue of mi-

nority interest, to scientific papers that are way over my head.  I try to scan everything, but lack of 

time means I can't often read something all the way through - apart from the W.G. newsletter!  The 

attached* from the University of California Entomology Department caught my eye and I thought 

the item on almonds might interest those who saw the recent video that Tom and Gordon showed 

us.     * The document will accompany this newsletter as a separate PDF . Ed. 

 

The auction has just taken place and the pattern each year is different.  The live bees fetched about 

half what they did last year, two lots in hives that fetched the same as similar empty hives did, so 

effectively free bees.  There are usually howlers, but nothing much this year.  The bargain for me 

was a stainless steel uncapping tray that looked unused, but went for £90 instead of around £230 

catalogue price.  Many of the auction helpers were WG members.  This was a monumental effort.  

On behalf of everyone else thank you all very much indeed. 

 

I have recently received a call from a beekeeper who was put on to me by the BBKA office.  They 

have moved house and in clearing the bottom of the garden they saw what they think was a queen 

wasp.  They wanted to know if it was safe to put their hive in the garden!  I keep telling you that 

beekeeping is fun - or is it wasp keeping? 

 
Roger 

One of our members has a friend with a large garden and orchard in the Pulborough area, who is 

looking for someone to keep bees there. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Suzy Lion in the first instance and she will pass on your de-

tails:    selion52@gmail.com 

 

mailto:selion52@gmail.com
mailto:selion52@gmail.com
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

There is often a difference of opinion (not unusual as far as beekeepers are concerned) as to what 

constitutes the start of the beekeeping season or year.  Answers are varied and can be January 

(matching the calendar year), “the spring”, or the time when you prepare the bees for winter.   

 

There is also a difference of opinion as to when spring begins.  I have read that the Met Office 

uses the first day of  March for convenience, slotting the four seasons neatly into the 12 months of 

the calendar year.  Historically spring starts on the day of the vernal equinox, which usually occurs 

on the night of 20th/21st March.  Vernal comes originally from the Latin word for bloom and re-

fers to the fact that, in the northern hemisphere, this equinox marks the end of winter and the be-

ginning of spring.  An equinox is a time when the nights are as long as the days.  The vernal equi-

nox is recognised the world over as the start of the new astrological cycle.  The Farmers Almanac 

for 2014 details the first day of spring as 20th March 2014. 

 

Back to the subject of the beekeeping season, and for me it starts in “the spring”, on the day I un-

dertake the first full hive inspection since the winter, which this year was 30th March.  I know that 

many of you inspected your colonies much earlier in the month due to the mild weather condi-

tions; but fine days were interspersed with wet and chilly ones and, as is often typical, I was at 

work or away from home on the dry warm days.  Except for a critical reason such as checking 

swarm cells, I do not open my colonies unless the weather conditions are suitable and I have 

enough time to deal with whatever I may find inside the hive.  There was no pressing urgency to 

inspect my hives prior to 30th March.  I have a rule that each colony inspection must have a spe-

cific purpose, not simply to open the hive because I enjoy looking at bees.  You can get a reason-

able idea of what is happening inside a hive by observing the entrance and noting the activity of 

the bees.  I often walk the two miles to my out apiary between inspections and spend a few min-

utes watching the hives to see what the bees are up to.  For those of you who have hives in your 

own garden it is even easier to sit and observe, as there is no distance involved (and it is more in-

teresting than watching the kettle come to the boil!). 

 

I had two hives going into the winter, one on a double brood chamber, and both appeared to be 

thriving when I applied the Oxalic Acid in January.  My observations since then told me that both 

colonies had flying bees, but the hive with the double brood chamber appeared to be less active 

than the other one.  The hives catch the sun at different times of the day, so this could play a part 

as my visits were often at the same period of day; both colonies were returning to the hive with 

pollen.  But I still had a niggling doubt about the hive with the double brood chamber (called 

Sweet pea). 

 

So, on 30th March a sunny afternoon coincided with ‘a spare hour’ and I headed off to the apiary.  

Having noted what trees and flowers had been or were in bloom, and if there were any fields of 

OSR within foraging distance of the apiary, I decided supers would be required and ensured I had 

some available.  Most of my hive hardware is stored at home in the bee shed, but I keep a small 

stack of spare supers, queen excluder, crown boards, and roof at the apiary; something you learn to 

do after a few high-speed dashes back home because you’ve arrived at the apiary and forgotten the 

super or excluder you so carefully placed by the back door earlier in the day!  A spare roof or 

crown board often come in handy too.  Although I had a sneaky feeling that Sweet pea may be 

queenless, the possibility that the other hive (called Hawthorn) may attempt early swarming was 
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key in my decision to inspect Hawthorn first; if I ran out of time or the weather changed the other 

colony would come to no harm for the sake of a few days.   

 

On inspecting Hawthorn my assumption that the hive would require supers was instantly con-

firmed by the amount of fresh liquid stores within the brood chamber.  No sign of swarm cells or 

even queen cups, so all well on that score.  Now to assess the colony.  Brood on five frames but 

queen blocked by stores, so moved outer frame (with empty comb) inward to edge of brood nest; 

providing laying space and allowing expansion of the nest.  Brood in all stages (“BIAS” for short 

on record sheet) with no sign of disease.  Colony is strong and healthy, with good tempered bees.  

The addition of supers will provide room and ease congestion.  “Nice bees”! 

 

I don’t habitually mark my queens, as I prefer to look for the queen rather than a coloured dot, and 

it keeps my ‘eye in’; but on this occasion, as she so readily ambled across the frame in full view, I 

decided to mark her.  I have a feeling the weather over the next few weeks may jump between very 

warm and very wet, with short ‘beekeeping windows’, and I want to be sure I can identify her in a 

hurry, (or if there’s any query over swarm activity and whether the queen in situ is the original one 

or not!). 

 

A few clouds have crept up and the temperature is cooling; I’m not sure now is the best time to 

inspect the other hive.  I checked the five day forecast earlier in the day and so decide to leave the 

inspection for another day. 

 

I returned to the apiary on 1st April and undertook an inspection of my second hive, Sweet pea.  

My earlier doubts were confirmed, no sign of the queen and she has obviously not been there for 

some time.  Fortunately the colony was extremely strong going into winter, and so there is still a 

reasonable number of bees.  Strong enough to try and raise a new queen rather than unite with the 

queen-right colony.  Oh well, at least that answers my question as to when and how I was going to 

reduce the hive to one brood chamber!  Handling a double brood chamber can be hard going when 

you’re working on your own (unless you’re big and burly like Roger).   

 

I went through all the brood frames, assessing for stores of food and pollen, and comb condition.  

Also checking for any signs of disease (scales in bottom of cells etc) or chalk brood  - nothing.  I 

placed the best 10 frames in the bottom brood chamber, ensuring they would provide sufficient 

stores and pollen;  together with a frame of eggs and sealed brood taken from the other hive (the 

remaining frames and brood chamber were going back home to the bee shed).   

 

My next apiary inspection was 11th April.  After inspecting the queen-right colony, I had a quick 

look at the donated frame in the queenless hive.  One very scrubby looking queen cell.  I’m not 

convinced this is going to be a success, but if it fails there is still time to try again, so I carefully 

put the frame back and will wait to see what happens.   

 

It’s the 30th April and the forecast promises an ideal beekeeping day; I arrange to start my after-

noon shift later than normal and dash off to the apiary.  I check the queenless colony first as I need 

to know if it requires further eggs from the other hive.  I’m not surprised to find that there is no 

sign of a new queen.  No brood.  No sighting.  Bees very calm, acting queen-right.  Foraging and 

bringing in liquid stores and pollen.  Still a good number of bees.  Not to panic.  Check other hive. 

 

The queen-right colony continues to thrive, the odd queen cup but none are charged with an egg.  

Turned a frame at edge of brood nest around to provide additional laying space for queen.  Note 

made to pre-prepare kit required for artificial swarm.  Frame with eggs donated to queenless col-

ony and replaced with frame of empty comb (more laying space for the queen).  The queenless 

colony now has a second chance to raise a queen; alternatively, if they did in fact successfully  
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raise a queen last time (and it’s a case of her not yet laying and me not seeing her), they will sim-

ply raise the eggs as worker brood.  Time will tell ........ 

 

The majority of us will have supers on our colonies by now.  I have spoken with several members 

and the foraging seems to vary greatly; not just across the area but also within individual apiaries.  

OSR is again patchy, with adjacent fields flowering at different times and even single fields show-

ing different stages of the crop.  Once again we could face a difficult decision as to when to extract 

the early crop, maybe having to extract in stages.  Get it wrong and you may be re-reading my arti-

cle from last year concerning how to get set honey out of combs! 

 

Whenever there is a discussion about supers and extracting, the topic of pollen in super frames in-

variably gets a mention.  Bees like to put an arc of pollen above the brood nest, in the middle 

frames of the super immediately above the queen excluder.  If you want to avoid this, you may like 

to try the following method that I devised a couple of years ago and have used with great success. 

 

Place a small disc, about the size of a small saucer, on top and in the middle of the queen excluder.  

I cut my disc from an empty washed foil pie dish, but a piece of plastic would also work.  It needs 

to be something that is flat, harmless to bees, and also something that they will not chew up and 

remove (newspaper is not a good idea!).  Place the super directly on top.  The bees do not appear 

to be troubled by the disc, but because it acts as a barrier between the brood nest and the frames 

above, they do not store pollen in the super.  Once the super frames have nectar in them you can 

remove the disc if you wish. 

 

If you’re watching your weight and don’t want to eat pies to get the empty foil dishes, most super-

markets and hardware stores sell them for baking and freezing purposes.  The cook in your house-

hold may already have some! 

 

 

 

Caroline 
 
 

 

For those of you who are interested in taking the BBKA Basic Assessment this year (or even next 

year), it is planned to hold a study group/revision class consisting of two or three study meetings 

and a couple of practical sessions over the next two months.  These will either be on a weekday 

evening, or weekend half day.  If you have kept bees for a minimum period of a year, and feel you 

are comfortable handling bees and have (or could achieve) a reasonable knowledge of the Basic 

syllabus which can be found at:  

http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/basic_syllabus_2013_1354100470.pdf 

then you are an ideal person to join this study group, whether you actually decide to take the As-

sessment or not. 

If you are interested in joining the group, or would like to know more about it, please contact 

Gordon on 01798 343470 or email: petworthgordon@btopenworld.com. 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/basic_syllabus_2013_1354100470.pdf
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
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Mel Robertson has kindly agreed to write an update concerning the recent report of EFB within 

her apiary. 

 

Not quite over yet………….. 

 

Following the discovery of EFB in one of my hives (see last month’s newsletter) there was a three 

week delay before the Bee Inspector could return to burn the dead hive (the seasonal inspectors 

don’t start until the beginning of April and do paperwork the first week).  So………….  I went 

back to the other hives for a check 14 days later (remember that they had all been checked and 

passed as clear).  You’ve guessed it – another hive looking suspiciously diseased.  I gave the Re-

gional and Seasonal Inspectors the good news; they would not normally re-check until six weeks 

had passed.  At the same time I checked a friend’s bees – yep, you’ve guessed again.  She had to 

kill one of her hives after their inspection too.  Out they both came on the allotted day, planning to 

burn both her combs etc and mine together, as we live very close to each other. 

 

Deep joy - my suspected hive was positive.  As were two others (one had ONE cell of suspected 

brood).  At least this time these hives had less than 50% diseased brood and were large colonies - 

they could offer me a shook swarm option, which I accepted. 

 

What followed was very surreal.  Two men in bee suits having an enormous bonfire in a very deep 

pit, religiously shaking bees onto new frames of foundation (which I was building with the help of 

my friend in a mad production line in another part of the garden) with the inspectors between them 

having to torch the hive parts out totally and very thoroughly; taking castellations off, putting them 

back on, torching, cleaning, reassembling; putting the new frames in and moving on to the next 

one.  They started at 10.30 in the morning and didn’t leave until 5:00pm.  No lunch break or rest; 

they worked so hard and I am so grateful to them both for all their hard work. 

 

A week later I re-checked my friend’s bees.  Yep, the same - shook swarm for hers too. 

And before you ask, everything is cleansed between each hive, new gloves, boots scrubbed, tools 

scrubbed, smokers taped and disinfected, suits washed between apiaries etc.  Totally confident it is 

NOT the fault of this beekeeper! 

 

Fingers crossed for the next inspection……………………. I can spot EFB from across the street 

now though……………! 

 

Mel 

A reminder that our Regional Bee Inspector for the South East Region is Julian Parker.  Hopefully 

some of you took the opportunity to chat with him during the Bee Auction at Brinsbury. 

 

Julian can be contacted on 07775 119469 or email: julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk 

 

 

mailto:julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk
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As usual we will have certain supplies available for members at apiary meetings this year.  We buy 

in bulk from reputable suppliers in order to have these items available at very competitive prices 

for our members.  Because we buy in bulk you will find that our prices are generally  lower than 

from anywhere else, and with no carriage charges!  All available at apiary meetings (subject to 

stock). 

 

How to order 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on 

stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you 

must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be 

until the end of the meeting, or not until the next meeting! 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2014 for cur-

rent stocks.  We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers. 

 

Frames  (unassembled)    all  60p 

DN1 for National and WBC brood chambers  SN1 for National and WBC supers 

 

Frame nails - small bag (approx 80 grams)  £1.00 or      full box (500 grams) £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Wired Brood   80p   (some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

Wired Shallow  50p please specify worker cell or drone cell.  Un-wired  Shallow (for cut 

comb)  40p 

 

Spacers  to suit National hives 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot  £2.00/pair Narrow plastic ends 10p (20p/pair) 

 

Sundries 

Syringes, plastic, for oxalic acid etc.   £1.25   Smoker, stainless steel with guard  £15.00 

Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made   £8.50  Hive strap, orange, 3 metres  £4.00 

‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition   £5.00 

 

Varroa Treatments 

Available for August treatment, we will have the following; prices to be announced 

Apiguard (thymol) ApilifeVar (thymol +, not for polystyrene hives) MAQS (formic acid) 

 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 

 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 

experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs 

for the June edition no later than the 26th May.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 


